CHAPTEEIV

A CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

As soon as Cleveland was seated in the presidential
chair he had to deal with a tremendous onslaught
of office seekers. In ordinary business affairs a
man responsible for general policy and manage-
ment would never be expected to fritter away his
time and strength in receiving applicants for em-
ployment. The fact that such servitude is imposed
upon the President of the United States shows that
American political arrangements are still rather
barbaric, for such usages are more suitable to some
kinglet seated under a tree to receive the petitions
of his tribesmen than they are to a republican magi-
strate charged with the welfare of millions of people
distributed over a vast continent. Office seekers
apparently regard themselves as a privileged class
with a right of personal access to the President,
and any appearances of aloofness or reserve on his
part gives sharp offense. The exceptional force of